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New year,

new Paine
, Field

resolution

By CONOR GLASSEY

Another new year and another reso-
lution against commercial flights out
of Paine Field from the Mukilteo City
Council.

“This seems to be an annual event
now, Mayor Joe Marine said.

The city has passed similar resolu-
tions in 2001, 2005 and 2006.

At its Jan. 7 meeting, the Mukilteo
City Council listened to a presenta-
tion from Save Our Communities
(SOC) president Don Doran, and vice
president Greg Hauth. They talked
about the group’s accomplishments
in 2007 and goals for 2008.

“We believe the table is set to, this
year, potentially, of driving a stake
through the heart of the idea of
changing the role of Paine Field)
Doran told the council.

Doran said a major factor for that
belief stems from the election of Bri-
an Sullivan and Mike Cooper to the
Snohomish County Council.

“They both showed they were very
educated on the issue and very much
in favor of supportmg SOC’s posi-
tion,” Doran said. “This cannot be
overlooked as a dramatic event to our
maturation process.”

In 2007, SOC received a $25,000
grant from the city of Mukilteo. They
only used $5,000 to produce educa-
tional pieces, such as flyers, magnets,
buttons and newsletters. Last year
the group also started to generate
interest in a bus program, similar to
the FlyAway Bus in Van Nuys, Calif.

“I’s become enormously popular in
the LA area,” Hauth said.

The program allows passengers
to, park their cars in a parking lot
and take a bus to the airport. Pas-
sengers can even check their bags at
the parking lot and it’s an alternative
to the people wanting commercial
flights out of Paine Field because of
the traffic congestion between Ever-
ett and Sea-Tac Airport.

SOC also began following the state’s
Long-Term Air Transportation Study
(LATS), which Gov. Chris Gregoire
authorized in 2005.

The 10-member aviation planning
council, which includes Everett City
Councilman Paul Roberts, is ana-
lyzing data and is expected to make
recommendations to the governor,
Legislature and transportation com-
mission in July on how to best meet
statewide commercial and general
aviation capacity needs.

The issue over commercial flights at
Paine Field is heated and SOC knows
there are groups and individuals
against them. In the presentation to
the Mukilteo City Council, SOC listed

the Private Enterprise Coalition of

Snohomish County, the group behind
the Web site, www.flyfromeverett.

See AIRPORT, page 7

Prostitutes,

By CONOR GLASSEY

After several months of review,
Everett’s public safety committee re-
jected City Councilman Ron Gipson’s
request to begin putting pictures of
convicted prostitutes and johns on
the city’s televnslon station and Web
site.

Gipson proposed the idea in late
August.

City Councilwoman Brenda Stone-
cipher, who is the chair of the public
safety committee, was not in favor of
Gipson's proposition.

“It’s a very forming issue,” Stoneci-
pher said. “There are people who feel
very strongly one way or another on

johns will not be making TV debut

this. I think the bottom line for me is
the effect on children and spouses,”
who may see their loved ones on TV
for such crimes.

Laura Van Slyck, legal advisor for
the Everett Police Department, re-
searched the idea and said many po-
tential legal issues stand in the way.

First, there is the potential for inac-
curacy. It is typical, she said, for pros-
titutes to use fraudulent identifica-
tion, which could result in innocent
people being represented as crimi-
nals. State law also prohibits law en-
forcement agencies from using book-
ing photographs or driver’s license
photographs for anything other than
investigative purposes. Taking sepa-

rate photos or finding other pictures
to use could be expensive for the city,
she said.

And the expense and risk of error is
not worth it, Van Slyck determined.

Johns represent less than 1 percent
of the cases handled by the city’s
prosecuting attorney and prostitutes
are typically between 2 and 9 per-
cent each year, Van Slyck said. Plus,
other cities that have tried simiilar
programs have not seen a decrease in
prostitution.

“We are just not aware of any data
that says this method would reduce
the crimes,” Van Slyck said.

Instead, the Police Department
will continue with their undercover

operations, stings and proactive po-
lice work, such as the city’s Stay Out
of Prostitution Areas to deter the
world’s oldest profession.

“So far, I think the judicial branch
of the city has done an outstand-
ing job addressing this issue,” Police
Chief Jim Scharf said.

Scharf said the department will
also start working with Snohomish
County human services to connect
prostitutes with more options for get-
ting treatment, if they want to choose
to get out of their “tragic lifestyle””

“It seemed to be a more positive
and proactive way of pursuing the is-
sue,” Stonecipher said.
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Judge Eric Lucas of Snohomish County Superior Court swears in Marko Liias to the position of state representative Jan. 7. Liias will represent the 21st
district, replacing Brian Sullivan, who was elected to the County Council in November, Prior to his appointment, Liias was serving on the Mukilteo

City Council.

Mukilteo council member appointed to state office

By CONOR GLASSEY

Former Mukilteo City Council-
man Marko Liias and former Sno-
homish City Councilwoman and
Mayor Liz Loomis started their
new positions as state representa-
tives after being appointed Jan. 7.
A 60-day legislative session began
Jan. 14.

Liias will take over for the 21st
district, replacing Brian Sullivan,
who was elected to the Snohomish
County Council. The 21st district
includes Mukilteo, Lynnwood and
Edmonds as well as portions of
Mountlake Terrace and Everett. Li-
ias, 26, said he will be the youngest
state representative in Olympia by
Six years.

Loomis will represent the 44th

district, replacing John Lovick, who
recently became Snohomish Coun-
ty’s first black sheriff. The 44th
district includes Snohomish, Mill
Creek, Lake Stevens, Machias and
parts of Everett.

The appointments were con-
firmed by the County Council after
interviewing the top three choices
for each position. Liias was up
against Lynnwood City Council-
man Mark Smith and Snohomish
County Labor Council president
Darrell Chapman. Loomis was se-
lected from a group that included
anti-Wal-Mart  activist  Lillian
Kaufer and Kerry Watkins, who lost
her bid for Lake Stevens City Coun-
cil in November.

“We all agree we had six excellent
candidates interview today,” County

Councilman Dave Somers said.

But Liias and Loomis had an edge,
as they were both recommended as
the top choices by their respective
district’s Democratic precinct com-
mittee officers.

“I think they both presented
themselves in an excellent manor;’
Somers said. “And we saw no rea-
son to go outside the party’s rank-
ing”

Both votes by the County Council
were unanimous.

Lijas will serve on the education
committee, the housing commit-
tee and the state government and
tribal affairs committee.

“K-12 education is a passion for
me and a priority for the residents
in the district,” said Liias, who lost
his bid for Mukilteo School Board

before being elected to the City
Council.

He said, if he had a choice, he
would really like to be a part of the
transportation committee. -

“I think Snohomish County de-
serves (another) member on that
committee,’ Liias said. “I will do ev-
erything I can, recognizing I come
in a day late and a dollar short in
many aspects.”

Liias said his approach as a city
council member was to jump into
situations with both feet and that
through his work on' the council, he
has developed good relationships
with many elected officials. He
feels he is ready for the new chal-

See APPOINTMENTS, page 8



